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TRENDS IN GRADUATE THESIS
ABOUT CHILDREN'S BOOKS IN TURKEY

Annotation. Children's books are defined as products whose subjects are unique, original,
appealing to children's world and enabling them to look at the world from new perspectives.
Accordingly, these literary works, which are prepared by considering the developmental
characteristics of children, are books that aim to provide children with a new skill without ignoring
differences in thought, relativity and life realities. In this study, 60 theses were examined as a
result of the search made by using the keyword «children's booksy in YOK national thesis centre.
Thesis classification form was used to analyse these theses. In this form, it is possible to classify
the theses according to the subheadings such as the title, subject, method, data collection tools,
sample and data analysis methods. In the distribution of these studies according to their years,
they were handled according to the filter of the closest uploads to the YOK national thesis centre.
For this reason, theses belonging to the years 2022, 2021, 2020 and 2019 were examined. Of the
60 theses written on the subject in these years, 53 were master's theses and 7 were doctoral theses.
In the theses, qualitative method was mostly used as the research method, books were mostly
preferred as the sample, and it was determined that students and teachers were also selected as
the sample.

Keywords: children's books, children's literature, content analysis, postgraduate theses,
abstract.

Introduction

Children's books are works written specifically for children. They appeal to the
world of children in every aspect and are written according to their level. In the literature,
children's books are defined as works that cover children's literature and appeal to
childhood [1]. Children's books, as a unique genre of literature, play a key role in the
development of children. They provide not only entertainment, but are also a powerful
learning tool. It is important to emphasize that books for children are developed with
special attention to their level of development, which allows kids to learn information more
effectively and form various skills [2]. In this context, children's books can also be defined
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as books whose authors aim to provide children with various skills by bringing together
the materials at their disposal [3]. Unlike adult books, children's books have developed a
literature specific to children, and it is emphasised that this field needs special attention
and meticulousness. The fact that these works, which reach the realms of children's dreams
and thoughts, are prepared with particular attention to the developmental levels of children
is expressed as their most prominent feature [4]. Children's literature has its own unique
specifics, and its creation requires a special creative approach. The authors of children's
books strive not only to tell interesting stories, but also to instill valuable lessons, new
knowledge and skills in children. The main purpose of these works is to promote the
full development of the child, taking into account his peculiarities in thinking, relativity
and life realities [5]. Because children, who have just started to make sense of the world
according to their developmental levels, should turn to works structured according to
their own comprehension skills [6]. Accordingly, the aim of these literary works, which
are prepared by taking into account the developmental characteristics of children, is to
provide children with a new skill without ignoring differences in thought, relativity and
life realities. In this context, it is possible to define children's books as products whose
subjects are original, appeal to children's world and enable them to look at the world from
different perspectives [7]. Books that do not contribute to the development of children and
are not suitable for children in terms of content should not be considered in this context. In
this context, children's literature and children's books gain importance. Many children's
books are published every year. It is a very difficult task to choose the appropriate
ones for children from these books. Parents and teachers have a great responsibility in
this regard. Children's books have an important place in the development of the child.
It is effective in the development of many skills such as language skills, imagination,
communication skills. Children's books occupy an important place in the formation of
children's skills. They not only contribute to the development of language skills, but also
stimulate imagination and develop communication skills. In this context, parents and
teachers are responsible for choosing the right literature that promotes the comprehensive
development of children. At this point, there is a need to examine the researches and
theses written about children's books in some time periods and to classify and evaluate
the results. In this context, the problem of this research is to answer the question «What
are the trends in theses about children's books in Turkey?». Thus, postgraduate theses
on children's books will be identified and evaluated by classifying them according to
their type, years of study, research methods, sampling, data analysis methods and data
collection tools. As a result, it will contribute to the field by determining the trends in
theses on children's books and shed light on other studies to be conducted. In this way, it
will guide researchers.
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Materials and methods

Document analysis method, which is one of the qualitative research methods, was
used in the research. In this context, the main purpose of document analysis is defined by
Yildirim and Simsek as analysing and interpreting the narratives of the sources related to
the subject or phenomenon under investigation. Accordingly, it was deemed appropriate
to analyse the analysis with descriptive content analysis method. Descriptive content
analysis is defined by Calik and SOzbilir as the analysis method in which the trends of
the studies on the subjects and phenomena are determined and the results are defined and
evaluated [8].

This study is limited to 60 theses on children's books published in the YOK National
Thesis Centre between 2019 and 2022. For a deeper understanding of current trends in the
field of children's literature in Turkey, an analytical study of postgraduate dissertations
was conducted. The classification and evaluation of these works by type, years of study,
research methods, sampling, data analysis methods and data collection tools will reveal
the accents and features of the research conducted. All theses that make up the sample
are obtained through YOK National Thesis Centre. In this context, each of the theses
that are the subject of the sample was specially examined and all studies that addressed
various dimensions related to the subject of children's books were included in the scan.
In this context, by using keywords related to the subject, 60 theses related to the subject
were included in the sample of the research. Each thesis was carefully studied, and those
that related to children's books or mentioned this topic were included in the sample for
analysis. This approach guarantees the accuracy and compliance of the research with the
set goals.

In this study, the forms developed for categorising the theses were discussed and a
thesis classification form was created [9]. In the final thesis classification form created in
line with the opinions of the advisors, it is stated that the subheadings and their subheadings
are listed as the title of the thesis, subject, method, data collection tools, sample and data
analysis methods.

The data obtained from the theses on children's books were examined, organised
and classified according to the titles in the thesis classification form. The data obtained
from the dissertations were systematized and classified in accordance with the developed
classification form. This allows us to highlight trends and features in the field of research
on children's books [10].

Each of the theses accessed in line with the research was analysed one by one, and
those that included the subject of children's books and those that directly mentioned this
subject were included in the analysis. In order for the analyses to be reliable, care was
taken to ensure the distribution of the theses by including them in different classes in
line with the colophon, topics, research designs, samples, data collection tools and data
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analysis types. After these stages, the theses were analysed through descriptive statistics
and visualised with graphs and frequency tables. For clarity, the results of the analysis
were presented using descriptive statistics and visualized using graphs and frequency
tables. This provides a visual representation of the key results and allows you to highlight
the most significant aspects of the study.

Result

Sixty theses related to children's books were identified. Data on the titles, research
topics, research methods, samples, data collection tools and data analysis methods of the
theses were analysed and the results were expressed in figures.

The theses, which were accessed by using the keyword «Children's Books» in the
search engine of YOK National Thesis Centre, were sorted according to their dates by
filtering «most recent first». Thus, the 60 most recently published theses were sorted as
belonging to the years 2022, 2021, 2020 and 2019. Accordingly, the distribution of studies
according to years; 15 in 2022, 27 in 2021, 15 in 2020 and 3 in 2019.

The results of the percentage distribution of the prepared postgraduate theses
according to years are presented in Figure 1:

o2
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Figure 1. Percentage Distribution of Theses by Year

When Figure 1 is examined, it is seen that the year with the highest number of
theses written between 2019-2022 related to children's books is 2021 and the year with
the lowest number is 2019.

When the theses are analysed according to their types, it is seen that the majority of
them are master's theses. Of the 60 theses about children's books that were accessed and
examined from YOK National Thesis Centre, only 7 were doctoral theses and 53 were
master's theses. In this context, the percentage distribution of the theses according to their
types is given in Figure 2 below.
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Figure 2. Percentage Distribution of Theses According to Types

When Figure 2 is analysed, it is seen that the percentage of master's theses is 88.3%,
while the percentage of doctoral theses is 11.7%.

When the theses were analysed in terms of the research methods used, it was found
that qualitative methods were used the most. When 60 theses on children's books were
analysed, it was seen that qualitative research methods were used in 39 of the theses,
quantitative methods were used in 15 of them and mixed methods were used in 6 of them.
Percentage distributions are shown in Figure 3.

Mixed
10%

Quantitative
25%

Qualitative
65%

Figure 3. Percentage Distribution of Research Methods Used in Theses

When Figure 3 is analysed, it is seen that 10% of the theses were prepared with mixed
method, 25% with quantitative method and 65% with qualitative method. Accordingly,
parallel design method was used in one of the studies prepared with mixed method, and
explanatory method was used in the remaining 5 studies prepared with mixed method.
On the other hand, among the studies prepared with quantitative methods corresponding
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to 25% of the theses reached, 2 studies were analysed with quasi-experimental method, 3
studies with survey model and 10 studies with descriptive analysis method. Accordingly,
the percentage distribution of the studies prepared with quantitative methods is as follows:

Quasi-Experimental Study
12.3%

Survey Model

20%

Descriptive Analysis
E6.7%

Figure 4. Distribution of Quantitative Study Methods

When Figure 4 is examined, it is seen that descriptive analysis method was used
the most among the quantitative studies. The quasi-experimental study method was used
the least.

The number of qualitative studies found in the analysed studies was 39. Document
analysis method constitutes the majority of these. It is seen that the studies prepared with
qualitative methods are distributed as 2 case studies, 4 case analyses, 2 basic interpretative
methods and 33 document analyses. In line with this data, the total percentage distribution
of mixed, qualitative and quantitative methods, together with all sub-types, is given in the
graph below:

Descriptive Analysis
16.1%

Survey Model
4.8%

Quasi-Experimental Study
3.2%

Explanatory Method
8.1%

Phenomenclogy
3.2%

Sitmation Analysis
6.5

Document

53.2%

Figure 5. Percentage Distribution of All Research Methods

25



KA3AKCTAH ITEJIATOT MKAJIBIK XABAPILLIBICHI 1 (74), 2024

When Figure 5 is analysed, it is seen that document analysis was used the most
among the research methods, while quasi-experimental study and case study were used
the least.

When the 60 theses on children's books obtained from YOK National Thesis Centre
were examined in terms of sampling, it was determined that in the majority of the theses
(44 of them), books, works or works were selected as the sample. At this point, document
analysis and descriptive analysis methods were mostly followed in this large sample group
of children's books. On the other hand, in the mixed part of the sample, three mixed
samples were encountered as «Preschool children and books», «various experts, graphic
designers, teachers and parents» and «students and parents» in one study each. On the
other hand, it was observed that preschool children were the sample in three studies and
primary school students were the sample in four studies. Among the four studies in which
primary school students were the sample, fourth grade students were included in the
sample in 2 studies and third grade students were included in the sample in 2 studies. 1
study included secondary school students, and the students in the sample of this study
were selected to be at the secondary school level in a mixed way. On the other hand, in
two studies, only teachers were included in the sample, and these teachers were stated as
preschool teachers in both studies. Finally, in one study, the sample consisted of parents,
but in this study, the opinions of parents were consulted. Accordingly, the percentage
distributions of the sample groups within the framework of all study samples are presented
graphically as follows:

® Preschool children
Primary school
Secondary school
Teacher
Parent
Other
Book
Aixed

Figure 6. Distribution of theses according to their samples

When Figure 6 is analysed, it is seen that the largest sample is selected as books. In
the classification of 60 theses obtained from YOK National Thesis Centre in terms of data
analysis methods, the distribution of quantitative, qualitative and data analysis methods is
given in the table below:
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Table 1: Distribution of Theses According to Data Analysis Methods

QUALITATIVE DATA ANALYSIS QUALITATIVE DATA ANALYSIS
Content Analysis 25 Descriptive 10
Document Analysis 14 Predictive 11
TOTAL 39 TOTAL 21

When Table 1 was examined, it was determined that qualitative data analysis
methods were mostly used, and the content analysis method was applied the most. Among
the quantitative data analysis methods, descriptive analysis was used more frequently.
According to the table above, the percentage distribution of all data analysis methods of
the studies is given in the graph below:

Descriptive
16.7%

Content Analysis
41.7%
Predective
18.3%%

Docoment Analysis
213.3%

Figure 7. Percentage Distribution of Theses According to Data Analysis Methods

When Figure 7 is examined, 18,3% of the studies followed the predictive data
analysis method, while 16,7% followed the descriptive analysis method. On the other
hand, 41,7% content analysis and 23,3% document analysis methods were used as data
analysis methods in the studies.

The percentage distribution of the universities to which the institutes where the
theses analysed are affiliated are shown in Table 2.

When Table 2 is examined, it is determined that 32 postgraduate theses on children's
books were conducted in 32 different universities between 2019 and 2022. It was
determined that most of the theses were conducted at Hacettepe University with 9 theses,
Gazi University with 6 theses and 3 theses were conducted at the institutes affiliated to
Erzincan Binali Yildirim University.
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Table 2. Frequency and Percentage Distributions of the Universities Affiliated to the Institutes where the

Theses were Conducted

Theses reached

Theses reached

Universities Universities

f % f %
1. Hacettepe 9 15 18. Frrat 1 1,7
2. Gazi 6 10 19. Zonguldak Bulent Ecevit 1 1,7
3. Erzincan Binali Yildirim 5 8,3 20. Kutahya Dumlupinar 1 1,7
4. Trakya 4 6,6 21. Istanbul Aydin 1 1,7
5. Nigde Omer Halisdemir 3 5 22. Giresun 1 1,7
6. Siirt 3 5 23. Agri ibrahim Celen 1 1,7
7. Mersin 2 3,3 | 24. Bursa Uludag 1 1,7
8. Yildiz Teknik 2 33 25. Istanbul Yeni Yuzyil 1 1,7
9. Sakarya 2 33 26. Afyon Kocatepe 1 1,7
10. Cumhuriyet 1 1,7 | 27. Kirikkale 1 1,7
11. Necmettin Erbakan 1 1,7 28. Bahcesehir 1 1,7
12. Maltepe 1 1,7 29. Burdur Mehmet Akif Ersoy 1 1,7
13. Recep Tayyip Erdogan 1 1,7 30. Ataturk 1 1,7
14. Dokuz Eylul 1 1,7 | 31. Gaziosmanpasa 1 1,7
15. Fatih Sultan Mehmet 1 1,7 | 32.Ozyegin 1 1,7
16. Cankir1 Karatekin 1 1,7 33. Trabzon 1 1,7

17. Bayburt 1 1,7
Total 60 100

Conclusion

The results of the analysis of the distribution of dissertations by year provide
important dynamics in research on children's books in Turkey. It can be seen that the
largest number of studies were carried out in 2021, which may indicate increased interest
and activity of researchers this year. The decline in research in 2019 and its rise in 2020
can be explained by various factors, including changes in the academic environment and

public interest.

When the theses are considered according to their types, the scarcity of doctoral
theses stands out. This shows that there is a problem in the widespread use of the field in
terms of academic studies. The identified shortage of doctoral dissertations may indicate
a need for additional research and development in the field of children's literature within
doctoral programs. This may also be an incentive to bring attention to this topic at a
higher level of academic qualifications.
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When the research methods used in the theses were analysed, it was seen that
qualitative method was used most frequently. It can be said that the reason for this is
to make in-depth descriptions and interpretations about children's books. It requires the
researcher to be involved in the process. Among qualitative researches, document analysis
method was used the most. Mixed method was used less than others. The sample of the
studies is mostly books. In addition, students from various age groups, teachers in various
branches and parents were also selected.

Qualitative data analysis was mostly used to analyse the data. In qualitative data
analysis, it was determined that content analysis was mostly used. The fact that the
data analysis methods are close to each other shows that the literature is enriched with
different methods. The frequent use of qualitative methods and, in particular, the method
of document analysis may indicate the complexity and depth of the analysis of the content
of children's books. Involving the researcher in the process of analyzing texts can provide
a deeper understanding of the essence of the material under study.

Looking at the universities where the theses were conducted, it was determined that
the most studies were conducted in the institutes affiliated to Hacettepe University with
9 studies. This is followed by Gazi University with 6 studies. 33 different universities
were found to have conducted studies. This shows that the study was handled in different
universities. The map of the universities where the research was conducted reflects the
diversity of academic backgrounds and interests. Hacettepe and Gazi Universities stand
out in the number of studies, which may indicate the high status of these institutions in
the field of research on children's books.

In summary, in this study, the trends of postgraduate theses related to children's
books in Turkey were determined. As a result of this research, it was determined in which
universities the studies were conducted, which sample group they worked with, which data
collection tool they used, and how they analysed the data. The information obtained as a
result of this research will be useful for future researches by providing other perspectives
for future researchers. Summarizing the results, this study successfully identified the
trends of postgraduate dissertations on children's books in Turkey. The information
obtained from the study provides a useful overview of how the studies were conducted at
different universities, what sample groups were worked with, and what methods were used
to analyze the data. These results can serve as a basis for future research and expansion
of the field of knowledge about children's literature in Turkey.

Recommendations

* Planning researches in which different methods and applications will be used for
children's books.
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» Researching children's books that support children's language, cognitive, social,
emotional and spiritual development and ensuring that they are widely used in schools,

* Seeking answers to different problems that will be addressed more comprehensively
in the field of children's books.
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Owmep Papyk Conumes*!, Xyceiin Mepron !, A.E. MyxameTKaupoB 2
'"Tokar 'asucmanmama Yausepcureri, Tokar, Typkusi.

2Orkeit MapryiiaH atbiHAars! [1aBnogap memarorukajiblK YHUBEPCHTETI,
[MaBnoxap k., Kazakcran PecryOmukace

TYpKI/IﬂHanl 63.]'[3.]'[3[) KiTal’lTaprH 3EPTTEYIre KATBICTBI
AUCCEPTANUAIBIK 3epTTeyJ1ep11iH TCHACHIHUAJIAPBI

AunHoTanusi. bananap xitanTapsl TakbIpelObl epekine, KadrananOac. baxanap onemi ymriH Tap-
TBIMJIBI JKOHE OJIeMre jKaHa Ke3KapaclleH KapayFa MYMKIHJIK OepeTiH eHIMJIEp peTiHIe aHBIKTalaJlbl.
Tuicinme 6ananapablH 1aMy epeKIIeTiKTepiH eCKepe OTHIPHII, JaibIHAAIFaH Oy 971e0H MIbIFapManap on-
J1ay, CaJbICTHIPMAIIBLIBIK JKOHE OMIPIIIK IIBIHABIKTAFbl alfbIPMAIIBUIBIKTap/Abl ECKepMelt, Oananapra xaHa
JaFIBUIApIBI YHpETyTe GarbiTTalFaH KiTarTap Gombin Tabbutasl. By seprrey MoK yITTBIK IHCCepTaLMAIBIK
OpTaJbIFbIHAA «Oananap KiTanrapbD» KUIT CO3iH i3ley HoTkeciHae 60 nuccepTalusHbl KapacThIPIbI.
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Ocpbl Te3ucTepAl Tajmay YUIH Te3ucTepii kikrey (opmachl KompaHsuiasl. byn dopmana tesucrepai
TaKBIPBII, d1iC, AEPEKTEP/Il KHIHAY KYPAJIAPBI, IPIKTEY )KOHE IepeKTep/Ii Taliay 9IiCTepi CUSIKTHI CyOTHTP-
nepre coiikec KiKkTeyre Gomamsl. By sepTTeynepai skpuiaap GoiibiHIIa Golty KesiHge onap Moka YITTHIK
JIUCCEPTANUSIIBIK OPTaJIbIFbIHA J)KAaKbIH XKYKTEME CY3TiciHe coiikec enaenai. Ockl cedenti 2022, 2021, 2020
xoHe 2019 xpuraapra KaThICTHI AUccepTanusiap Kapaiasl. OChl )KbUIIAPBl OCHI TAKBIPBINTA XKa3blIFaH 60
JIcCepTalusHBIH 53-1 MarucTpaTypa sxoHe 7-1 ToktopanTypa Oonsl. JJuccepranusiuiap Heri3iHEeH 3epTTey
oIlici peTiHJe canaibl 9/ICTI KONJaHIbl, ipiKTeMe peTiHe KiTanTapra apThIKIIBUIBIK Oepili/i )koHE CTYeHT-
TEp MEH OKBITYIIbLIAp Jia ipiKTeMe PeTiH/Ie TaHJaIFaHbl aHBIKTAJIIbI.

KiarTi ce3nep: Oanmanap kitanrapsl, Oananap oacOUeTi, Ma3MYHJIBI TaJlAay, aCIIUPAHTTHIK TUCCEp-
Tausap, pedeparra.

Owmep dapyk Coumes*!, Xyceiin Mepton !, A .E. MyxameTkaupos >

' Tokar, YauBepcuret ['azucmanmnama, Tokar, Typrust

2JTaBiomapcKyii MeJarorn4ecKuil yHUBEPCUTET UIMEHH OJkeit MapryJiaH,
[TaBnomap, Pecyonuka Kazaxcran

TeH)IeIIPIl/I AUCCEPTAMOHHDBIX HCCJIe}IOBaHHﬁ,
Kacarnomuecsa Uu3y4eHusl 1€TCKUX KHUT B Typ]ll/ll/l

AHHOTanus. J[eTckrue KHUTH ONpPEIessIFOTCsl KaK MPOMYKIUS, TEMaTHKa KOTOPOH YHHKAJIbHA, OpH-
TMHAJIBHA, TPUBJIEKATeNIbHA IS IETCKOTO MUPA U TTO3BOJISIET UM B3NJISTHYTh HA MHP C HOBBIX TOUEK 3PEHHSI.
COOTBETCTBEHHO, 3TU JINTEPATYPHBIE ITPOU3BEACHUS, TIOATOTOBIEHHEIE C YYETOM 0COOEHHOCTEH Pa3BUTHS
JIeTeil, MPeACTaBISIOT COOON KHHUTH, IIENTb KOTOPBIX — IPUBHUTH ETSIM HOBBIC HaBBIKH, HE UTHOPUPYS pa3-
JIMYUHA B MBIIUIEHHH, OTHOCUTEIBHOCTH M KU3HEHHBIX pealiiix. B 3ToM mccienoBaniy ObUTO paccMOTpe-
HO 60 nuccepranuii B pe3yspTare MOUCKa, BHIIOTHEHHOT'O 110 KJIIOUEBOMY CIIOBY «IETCKHE KHUTH B HAllU-
OHAJILHOM JUCCEPTAIIHOHHOM IteHTpe Mok. JIist anam3a STHX Te31coB Obliia HCIIOIb30BaHa (hOPMA KITacCH-
¢ukanuu Te3ucoB. B 310l GopmMe MOXKHO Ki1acCH(UIMPOBATH TE3UCHI B COOTBETCTBHH C MOA3Ar0JIOBKAMH,
TaKUMHM KaK Ha3BaHHeE, TeMa, METOJ, HHCTPYMEHTHI cOOpa JaHHBIX, BRIOOPKA U METOBI aHAIN3a JaHHbIX.
[Ipu pacnpeneneHny 3TUX UCCIENOBAHUH N0 ToJaM OHU ObUIM 00pabOTaHbI B COOTBETCTBHHU C (DPUIIETPOM
GIKAIIIX 3arpy30K B HALMOHAIBHBII TMCCEPTALMOHHEIH HeHTp Moka. TTo 3Toit mpuunHe GbLIH paccMo-
TpeHbI auccepranuu, otTHocsmecs k 2022, 2021, 2020 u 2019 rogam. U3 60 auccepTaruii, HamuCaHHBIX
Ha 3Ty TEMY B 3TH TOJibl, 53 ObUIN MaruCTepCKUMHK U 7 — JOKTOPCKUMU. B nccepraiusx B Ka4ecTBE METO-
Jla UCCIIEIOBAHMSI B OCHOBHOM HCIIOJIB30BAJICS Ka4eCTBEHHBI METO/I, B KA4€CTBE BEIOOPKH MPEAIIOYTEHHE
OT/IaBAJIOCh KHUTaM M TaKke ObLIM BHIOPAHBI CTY/ICHTHI U ITPETOaBaTEIH.

KuroueBble ci1oBa: 1eTCKUE KHUTH, J€TCKas JIUTEPaTypa, KOHTEHT-aHaJIN3, aCIUPAHTCKUE TUCCep-
Talu, aBTopedeparsl.
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